
Decanter PANEL TASTING

Wine Score CD CH JLL

Font-Sane, Tradition 2011 15.25 15.5 1525 15.25
(84)

Lavas 2011 15.25 15 14 16.5
(84)

Domaine des Bosquets, 15 16 14 14.75
Le Lieu Dit 2010 (83)

Domaine la Haute Marone, Le Cru des15 15 15.5 1425
Dentelles de Montmirail2010 (83)

P a i r  13-14.7501s (76-82pts)

Recommended (continued) 15-16.75pts (83-Septs)
Tasting note A i c  D r i n k  Price Stockists

Intense, almost medicinal masa Strong, southern Rhône patate is rich with 1 5 %  2 0 1 4 -  E16.49 elbeldum
moche, cinnamon and a meaty character but a solid heart of cooked red fruit. 2 0 2 1

Easy appeal on the nose, with red plums and a hint of oak. The attack is broad 145% 2013- 1 4 / 6  UK WWWIMU.
fr

•  Domaine des Pasquiers 201114.75 (82) •  Domaine Le
Clos des Cazaux, La Tour Sarrasine 201014.75 (82)
•  Moulin de la Cadette, La Cuvée Tradition 201014.75
(82)110g ier, Oratorio 201014.75 (82)U Domaine La
Fourmone, Cuvée Fauquet 201114.5 (81)•  Tardieu-
Laurent, Vieilles Vignes 201014.5 (81) •  Arc du Rhône
201114.25 (80+)M  Clos du Bois de Monge 201114.25
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•  Domaine Notre Dame des Panières 201114.25 (80+)
111 Montirius, La Terre des Aînés 201014.25 (80+)
•  Pierre Amadieu, Domaine Grand Romane 201014.25
(80+)B Sainsbury's, Taste the Difference 201114.25
(80+) la Val de Garrigue, Le Rêve du Monstre Noir 2011
14.25 (80+)M Vidal-Fleury 201114.25 (80+)M  Château
de St-Cosme 201114 (80) •  M. Chapoutier 201114 (80)
•  Domaine du Pesquier 201113.75 (79)M Domaine La

My top three
Gearoid Devaney MS
•  Domaine la Soumade 2010 A lovely
layered aroma, starting with dark spicy
fruits, followed by a smoky, almost meaty
character. Really full and intense on the
palate, again packed with black fruits and
gamey notes, along with fresh grippy
tannins, making the finish concentrated
and long. Would work well with some
roasted venison or grilled lamb chops.
17.5/20pts (91/10Opts) Drink 2015-2030

•  Domaine St-Gayan 2010 Lots of red
cherry fruit on the nose, with floral perfume
as well. The flavours on the palate are well
defined: red fruits, black cherry and winter

, spices, with good tannin structure and a
generous mid-palate. This wine will be well
appreciated by any fan of Grenache blends.
The Mettre family has been doing great
things with Grenache for centuries - long
may it continue.18•5 (95) Drink 2014-2033

•  Domaine La Bodissière, La Font de
Tonin 2010 Reatly intense nose of drled
herbs, damsons and peppery spices. On
the palate this has great structure and the
oak is present but well Integrated. The juicy
flaveurs of dark dried fruits, spice and oak
are intermingled and with lots going on
already this wine will only improve. The
brothers Thierry and Gilles Faravel have
worked together since 1988, taking over
from their father, in vineyards with high
elevation. I was not surprised to see them
do well in this blind tasting.17.5 (91)
Drink 2014-2022

9 6 I  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 3   •  D E C A N T E R

and builds int° a lengthy stride and decent length. Easy-drinking style. 2 0 2 1

Nose of wildflowers and lot of spices and black fruit. The palate in borderline 1 5 %  2 0 1 4 -  E35.99 t ibedY
in being too baked and the alcohol shows. Red meats and game will heir). 2 0 2 2

Savoury aromas and dote, bey leaf and meaty flaveurs. This is slightly cooked 15% 2 0 1 3 -  E 1 4 S 9  A
n
i t k e n  % V i n e s ,  B a c c h a n a l e ,  
C a r n h e r W i n e s ,

B
and the palate is advancing. The race is on - nota wine to cellar for long. 2 0 1 9  t o , i Z
e
k r = : : 1 % , t t
l
à ' e e
Roubine 201113.75 (79)B Vignerons de Caractère,
Eloquence 2010 13.75 (79) 11 Brunei de la Gardi ne 2011
13.5 (78) Mou l in  de la Gardette, La Cuvée Ventabren
2010 13.5(78)U Domaine Les Panières, Terrasse du
Diable 201113.25 (77) 11 La Bastide St-Vincent 2011
13.25 (77)M Gabriel Mettre, Laurus 201013 (76)

For full LN stockist dotes, sep p100

Next month's panel tastings
• Central Otago Pinot Noir
• Vintage Champagne
• Sauternes & Barsac 2010/2011
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My top three
Christian Honorez
•  Domaine d'Ouréa 2011 Meaty aromas
with sweet spices underneath. The palate is
firm and a little rus& with serious tannins
that require ageing. Warm and long finish.
This is a real food wine and a good
representation of the appellation -
especially for a 2011vintage,17/20pts
(90/10Opts) Drink 2014-2021

•  Domaine La Boutssière, La Font de
Tonin 2010 Sweet and ripe black fruit nose
and palate. Definitely a modem style, with
lots of ultra-ripe fruit a  bit like a 2007.
Thisis very appealing even if the alcohol is
a tad high. Needs to be served cool. Will
age nicely but can be consurned early.
17.5 (91) Drink 2014-2022

•  Domaine St-Gayan 2010 One of our two
star wines of the tasting. Sweet and rich
nose with lots of black fruit atomas. A lifte
oaky on the palate but with rich and meaty
flaveurs and nice sweet spices too.
Powerful and complex wine with a generous
mouthful - the tannins are definitely
present. It needs a year or two to be fully
Integrated but worth keeping in the cellar.
18.5 (95) Drink 2014-2033

My top three
John Livingstone-
Learmonth
•  Domaine St-Gayan 2010 This is as good
as the still excellent 1990 St-Gayan, lt is full
of muscle, charge and life, with a polished,
fulfilling finish. Jean-Pierre Mettre is part
biologist, part nneteorologist, part farmer,
and lets bis instinct do much of the work:
balance, power and deftness feature bore.
18.5/20pts (95/10Opts) Drink 2014-2033

•  Domaine Les Panières, Les Racines
2011 VVine from a real Garden of Eden
tucked away off the main road between
Gigondas and Sablet. Not hist that, a wine
that gets both mind and senses racing. It
captures the solid, compact fruit virtues of
Gigondas, but also the smoky coolness of
its late ripening vineyards. Be patient, and
thou shalt be rewarded.17 (90)
Drink 2014-2029

•  Domaine du Gour de Chaulé, Cuvée
Tradition 2011 A 10-hectare estate run by
Aline Bonfils and ber daughter Stéphanie
Fumes° who returned to the domaine in
2007 atter a career in IT. Whole-bunch
fermentation, concrete-vat maturation and
a cairn approach: the wines are allowed to
capture the garrigue essences of the area
- pine, and herbs - ail very evocative.
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NB: the tasters' top wines are not necessarily their top scoring, rather those which, on learning the
wines' identity, they feel are the most notable given their provenance, price or other factors

Gigondas

Expert summary:
John Livingstone-
Learmonth
An encouraging performance by négociant
producers, as well as Grenache-based wines
from the impressive 2010 vintage

JUDGING NEGOCIAN
-
1 V V I N E
quality is one way of
determining the health and
culture of an appellation: if the
négociant is well implicated in
vineyard management,
backing the appellations high
reputanon, the wines should
be above average. And they
were a welcome surprise here.

Leading the charge came
Ogier, whose improvements in

Châteauneuf-du-Pape and Côtes du Rhône have corne since
2009, and aise Arnoux et Fils from Vacqueyras, a négociant
with rather old-fashioned labels and a wide range of wines,
not ail inspiring. Their 2011s stood firmly alongside more
normally successful domaines such as Font Sarade, Gour de
Chaulé, Les Pallières and Famille Perrin.

One of the hallmarks of 2011in Gigondas is the emphasis of
Grenache in the wines. I arn not sure that the Syrah performed
very well - late August was ton hot, bringing a jammy effect.
Low tannin levels therefere sulted domaines that place their
emphasis on immediate-impact wines.

2010 was a year where growers could strut their stuff, be
more ambitious in their wines. Colours are darker than in 2011,
and there's also much more to stimulate both palate and minet
Négociants with an emphasis on more approachable wines
again did well - for instance, Olivier Ravoire, Gabriel Meffre,
Pierre-Henri Morel, Grandes Serres, E Guigal and Caves
Saint-Pierre. Such a wide spread of names is in part testament
to their progress, in part te the quality of the vintage.

But tasting Gigondas 2010 in August 2013 is risky: the
St-Gayan 2010] one of our Outstandings, had a longer
maturation before bottling than many of its domaine peers.
This perhaps allowed t  te show its fruit better than some of
the other, earlier-bottled, robust reds that were potentially in
a dumb phase. I'd expect the vintage to be on sang from 2016
onwards. For now, decanting would be helpfui to most 2010s.

Among the domaines to shine on the day, it was pleasing
to see Les Goubert in the front rank; Jean-Pierre Cartier is
gradually allowing daughter Florence greater rein, meaning
that she joins a healthy number of women who run estates in
Gigondas - Cayron, Clos du Joncuas, Fontavin, Font-Sane,
Gour de Chaulé, Grapillon d'or and Terme to name a few.

John Livingstone-Learmonth is the DWWA Regional Chair for
Rhône and author of Gigondas, Its (erses, Ifs Land, Ifs People

'2010 was a year where growers
Gould strut their stuff, be more
ambitious in their wines'


